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[1] A series of laboratory experiments for mixing between the more viscous upper layer
and the less viscous lower layer has been performed to study how the less viscous D00

mixes with the overlying more viscous mantle. Experimental results show that the style of
entrainment when the more viscous layer overlies the less viscous layer is different
from the opposite case. In the latter case the interface between the two layers moves
upward, indicating that the more viscous lower layer asymmetrically entrains the less
viscous upper layer. However, in the former case, an interfacial layer develops between the
two layers and the interface does not move, indicating that the volumetric ratio of the two
layers remains unchanged. It has been suggested that the compositional difference
between mid-ocean ridge basalts (MORB) and ocean island basalts (OIB) originates from
the entrainment of D00 by the mantle plumes. The experimental results suggest that the
mantle plume entrains only the interfacial layer, thus modifying the composition of OIB.
The volume of D00 would remain unchanged since D00 is formed. INDEX TERMS: 8121

Tectonophysics: Dynamics, convection currents and mantle plumes; 8124 Tectonophysics: Earth’s interior—

composition and state; 8125 Tectonophysics: Evolution of the Earth; KEYWORDS: entrainment, convection,

viscosity contrast, the D00 layer
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1. Introduction

[2] The existence of an extra reservoir in Earth’s mantle
has been pointed out by several studies sifnce there is a
fundamental geochemical difference between mid-ocean
ridge basalts (MORB) and ocean island basalts (OIB)
[e.g., Hofmann, 1997]. Noble gas data have also shown
the existence of a reservoir which has not completely
degassed [Allegre et al., 1983; Trieloff et al., 2000]. In
addition, if the concentration of radioactive elements in the
whole mantle is the same as that in the MORB source,
the estimated current global heat loss exceeds the sum of the
heat production by radioactive elements and the secular
cooling of Earth [Jochum et al., 1983; O’Nions and
Oxburgh, 1983; Kellogg et al., 1999; Helffrich and Wood,
2001].
[3] However, global tomography has shown the one-layer

nature of the mantle convection and the lack of an extensive
chemical reservoir in the mantle [e.g., van der Hilst et al.,
1997]. D00 is the only seismologically observed chemical
heterogeneity in the mantle [Lay et al., 1998; Garnero,
2000]. Extensive observations on D00 have revealed its
characteristics in detail. A strong negative shear velocity
gradient exists beneath the Pacific and the Atlantic Ocean
[Ritsema et al., 1997]. The shear velocity varies laterally on
a small scale [Russell et al., 1999]. The shear and compres-
sional velocities and the ratio between them shows abrupt

lateral changes [Wysession et al., 1999]. The direction of the
anisotropy varies inside D00 [Kendall and Silver, 1996;
Ritsema et al., 1998]. The distribution of the partial melt
is localized in the lateral direction [Vidale and Hedlin,
1998]. These observations suggest that D00 is chemically
separated from the overlying mantle and point to the
existence of small-scale convection inside D00. Thus it has
been proposed that D00 is the OIB source and the mantle
plume entrains D00 [e.g., Hofmann, 1997].
[4] D00, as a thermal and chemical boundary layer, has

been studied numerically and experimentally [e.g., Hansen
and Yuen, 1988; Olson and Kincaid, 1991]. It has been
shown that the layer suppresses the heat transfer from the
core to the mantle [Montague and Kellogg, 2000], decreases
the excess temperature of mantle plumes [Farnetani, 1997],
and modifies the convection pattern of the mantle [Tackley,
1998]. The entrainment rate by the mantle of D00, which
does not vigorously convect, has also been estimated [e.g.,
Sleep, 1988; Jellinek and Manga, 2002]. However, if D00 is
vigorously convecting separately from the overlying mantle,
the behavior of D00 is different from that expected in a
thermochemical boundary layer.
[5] The stability of stratification for two-layered convec-

tion is determined by the ratio of the thermal buoyancy
effects and chemical stabilizing effects. If the thermal buoy-
ancy exceeds chemical stabilization, there is an exchange
between the layers by freely buoyant plumes [Richter and
McKenzie, 1981; Olson and Kincaid, 1991]. Under stratified
convection, the entrainment occurs between two layers
[Olson, 1984; Davaille, 1999a; Gonnermann et al., 2002].
The entrainment is driven by viscous stresses acting on the
density interface, and volumetric exchanges occur.
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[6] Until now, all of the experimentally observed entrain-
ment has shown an upward movement of the interface,
which has been interpreted as the consequence of the
relatively large viscosity of the lower layer. Because of
the restricted physical properties of the experimental fluids,
most of the experiments have been performed under con-
ditions where the more viscous layer underlies the less
viscous layer; i.e., for most fluids, the heavier, the more
viscous. However, the viscosity of D00 has been estimated to
be less than that of the mantle [Panasyuk and Hager, 2000])
because of the temperature-dependent viscosity [Yamazaki
and Karato, 2001].
[7] From the extrapolation of experimental results to the

mantle-D00 situation, it has been thought that the more
viscous mantle entrains less viscous D00 and the volume of
D00 is reduced with time. However, this hypothesis is based
on the results of experiments in which the lower layer is
more viscous, so it is not obvious whether the more viscous
upper layer asymmetrically entrains the less viscous lower
layer. In addition, the temperature dependence of the vis-
cosity would act for each layer in the situation of the mantle
and D00. We conducted experiments to investigate how the
viscosity contrast affects the evolution of two-layered con-
vection at high Rayleigh and Prandtl numbers when the less
viscous layer underlies the more viscous layer.

2. Dimensionless Parameters

[8] The dimensionless parameters characterizing the
dynamics of two-layered convection are Rayleigh and
Buoyancy numbers, which are defined as

Rai ¼
rigai�TiL

3
i

kihi
ð1Þ

Bi ¼
�r

riai�Ti
; ð2Þ

where ri is the density, g is the gravitational acceleration, ai

is the thermal expansion coefficient, �Ti is the temperature
difference across one layer, Li is the thickness of the one
layer, ki is the thermal diffusivity, hi is the viscosity, and
�r = r1 � r2 is the density difference between the two
layers. Here suffix i is the number of the layer considered
(the lower layer is 1 and the upper layer is 2).

3. Experimental Method

[9] The experimental apparatus used in this work is
shown in Figure 1. The experiment is conducted in a
vertical cylindrical cell. The sidewall of the cell is made
of acrylic plastic with an inner diameter of 260 mm and a
thickness of 20 mm. The height of the convection cell is
changeable. The upper and lower boundaries are made of
aluminum plates with thicknesses of 18 mm and 16 mm. A
silicone rubber film heater is installed on the back of the
bottom plate. AC power is supplied to maintain the tem-
perature at the bottom plate. From the applied power, the
heat flux is calculated. The upper plane of the convection
cell is in contact with a cooling chamber whose temperature
is maintained by circulating cold water from a temperature-
controlled bath. The temperature stability of the circulator is

±0.1�C. Three small movable thermistor probes (3.2 mm in
length and 0.35 mm in diameter) are placed inside the cell to
measure the vertical temperature profile of the convecting
fluid. A platinum electroconductivity probe is also placed
inside the cell with a thermistor probe, which measures
simultaneously the resistivity of the fluid and temperature at
the same location. The probes are mounted on a stepping
motor so that the local temperature of the fluid can be
measured as a function of the distance away from the upper
and lower boundaries with an accuracy of 0.01 mm. Each
movable thermistor is calibrated with an accuracy of
±0.01�C. The vertical profiles are determined from the
time-averaged measurements at respective heights.
[10] We observed the temperature fields using a thermo-

tropic liquid crystal powder, which changes the reflective
color within the prescribed temperature range. Nylon pow-
ders are used to visualize the flow pattern. The lower layer
is dyed to visualize how the interface between the two
layers evolves through entrainment.
[11] The Rayleigh number at each layer is varied by

changing the working fluid, by the height of the convecting
layer, and by the temperature difference between the upper
and lower boundaries. The working fluids are hydroxyethyl
cellulose and glycerol solutions. The viscosity of the work-
ing fluids depends on the concentrations of hydroxyethyl
cellulose and glycerol and the temperature of the fluids. To
control the density independently from the viscosity, a small

Figure 1. A sketch of the experimental apparatus.
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amount of salt is added. It is known that a solution of
hydroxyethyl cellulose has non-Newtonian viscosity at high
concentrations. In our experiments, however, the solutions
always remained Newtonian because of the low deforma-
tion rates associated with the velocity of the convection
[Davaille, 1999a].

4. Results

[12] The experimental conditions are shown in Table 1.
H1-6 and G7-10 are conducted using hydroxyethyl cellu-
lose and glycerol solutions, respectively. H1,2 are con-
ducted when the viscosity of the lower layer is larger than
that of the upper layer. H3-G10 are, conversely, conducted
when the viscosity of the upper layer is larger than that of
the lower layer. The viscosity ratios are calculated using the
mean temperature of the upper and lower layers. For H1-6,
the salinity and concentration of the hydroxyethyl cellulose
differs between the upper and lower layers; i.e., the viscos-
ity contrast between two layers are controlled by the
concentration of the hydroxyethyl cellulose and tempera-
ture. For G7-10, only the salinity differs between the upper
and lower layers; i.e., the viscosity contrasts result from the
temperature dependence of the viscosity. Here the thickness
ratios of the two layers are also varied using the same
combination of fluids. The buoyancy number shows the
initial conditions of the density difference. The convecting
velocities are estimated assuming that the velocity is of the
order of the Stokes velocity of each plume [Kraichnan,
1962; Namiki and Kurita, 2002], which can be expressed as

vi �
ki
Li
Ra

1=3
i � ki

dthi
�

rigai�Tid2thi
hi

; ð3Þ

where dth � Li/0.2Ra
1/3 is the thickness of the thermal

boundary layer. Except for H6, the Prandtl number (Pr = h/kr)
is always greater than 100; i.e., the experiments are conducted
under the viscosity-dominated regime [Krishnamurti, 1973].
The experiments are conducted under the condition the
chemical diffusivity D is much smaller than the thermal
diffusivity k. The thermal diffusivity k is of the order of
10�7 m2/s, and the chemical diffusivity D in the fresh water
is of the order of 10�9 m2/s. According to the Einstein
equation [e.g., Landau and Lifshitz, 1970], salt diffusivity
depends mainly on the mobility of the diffusing molecules.
Thus D depends on the viscosity of the solution h, the

radius of the diffusing particle R, and the temperature, T,
written as

D / T

hR
: ð4Þ

Here the viscous effect dominates. T is the absolute
temperature so that the effect of the temperature variation
in the experimental tank on D (<13%) is negligible. Thus
the chemical diffusivity is estimated within the range of
10�9 � 10�12 m2/s.

4.1. Movement of the Interface

[13] Visual observations show that when the viscosity of
the lower layer is larger than that of the upper layer (H1, 2),

Figure 2. (a) Thin solid lines show the time evolution of
the vertical profile of the resistivity for H1. The scales in the
x axis show the elapsed time (hours). The heights twisted
lines show the loci of the interface between two layers.
Thick dashed line is the estimated movement of the
interface using equations (13) and (14). The constant
prefactor z is assumed as 0.175. (b) Same as Figure 2a
but for H4. (c) Same as Figure 2a but for G10. Dashed line
is denoted 0.1 upward of its height.

Table 1. Experimental Conditionsa

Case Ra1 Ra2 B1 B2 h2/h1 L2/L1 v2/v1

H1 5.8 � 105 2.8 � 10 7 3.3 5.3 0.1 1.9 1.4
H2 9.0 � 106 8.5 � 107 3.8 5.5 0.2 1.4 1.4
H3 2.4 � 107 1.5 � 107 6.0 4.3 5.0 1.3 0.60
H4 4.8 � 106 1.6 � 106 3.9 2.0 20 1.5 0.29
H5 5.9 � 106 2.2 � 106 8.2 4.4 20 1.6 0.39
H6 1.7 � 108 3.0 � 106 11 3.1 400 1.3 0.11
G7 4.9 � 107 4.6 � 105 2.9 2.7 3 0.29 0.68
G8 2.0 � 107 7.6 � 106 2.7 2.3 2.3 0.94 0.76
G9 7.5 � 105 1.2 � 107 3.8 2.8 2.5 3.1 0.87
G10 5.9 � 104 4.5 � 107 3.5 1.9 4.5 12 0.91

aAbbreviations are as follows: H, hydroxyethyl cellulose solution; G,
glycerol solution.
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the interface moves upward. This result is consistent with
the results of previous studies [Olson, 1984; Davaille,
1999a]. However, when the viscosity of the upper layer is
larger than that of the lower layer (H3-G10), the interface is
almost stationary.
[14] The details in the movement of the interface are

shown in Figure 2, which shows the time evolution of the
vertical profile of the resistivity. High resistivity shows fresh
water, and low resistivity shows saline water. The heights
where the resistivity changes show the height of the
interface. When the lower layer is more viscous (H1), the
lower layer thickens as a function of time (Figure 2a).
However, when the upper layer is more viscous (H4, G10),
the interface is almost stationary (Figures 2b and 2c). In
Figure 2b, the interface looks slightly moves downward, but
it is much less than that of Figure 2a.
[15] These results show that when the lower layer is more

viscous than the upper layer, the lower layer asymmetrically
entrains the less viscous upper layer and becomes thick as a
function of the time. However, when the upper layer is more
viscous, the upper layer does not entrain the less viscous
lower layer asymmetrically. In all of H3-G10, the interfaces
remain at almost the same height, indicating that the
movement of the interface is not determined by the viscosity
contrast but depends on whether the more viscous layer
underlies or overlies. In G7-10, the thickness ratio of the
convection layer and Rayleigh numbers varies. This result

indicates that the ratios of the thickness and Rayleigh
numbers between the two layers are irrelevant for the
movement of the interface, when the lower layer is less
viscous.
[16] The same features are also shown in Figure 3.

Figure 3a shows the time evolution of the temperature
profiles for H2 at each height for a stable chemical layering
because of B 	 1. The lines clustered around 0.2 and 0.8
show the core temperatures of the upper and lower layers.
The lines between the clustered lines show the time evolu-
tion of the temperature around the interface. The increasing
temperature as a function of the time shows that the interface
is rising. If the interface rises continuously as a function of
the time, a probe located slightly above the interface at the
beginning detects the rising of the interface and shows the
increase in temperature. Thus Figure 3a shows the continu-
ous rising of the interface. Figure 3c the temperature profiles
for H3, however, shows that the temperature at the interface
region does not vary as a function of the time, which
indicates that the interface does not move. Here the partition
of the temperature difference depends on the viscosity ratio
of two layers as shown in the latter equation (8), so the core
temperature for H2 and H3 differ.
[17] Figures 3b and 3d show the time evolution of the

resistivity. The resistivity depends on the salinity and the
temperature. Here Figures 3a and 3c show that the core
temperatures are almost constant as a function of the time,

Figure 3. (a) Time series of the temperature variation for H2 normalized by the imposed temperature
difference on the whole convection layer. (b) Time series of the resistivity variation for H2. (c and d) Same
as Figures 3a and 3b, respectively, but for H3.
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so that the increase (decrease) in the resistivity shows the
decrease (increase) in the salinity. In Figure 3b, the clustered
lines for the lower layer show a gradual increase in the
resistivity, and those for the upper layer are almost constant.
This result is interpreted as that lower layer entrains the
upper layer asymmetrically. In Figure 3d, however, the
variation of the clustered lines for the upper and lower
layers is approximately symmetric, which suggests that the
material exchange between the two layers are almost the
same.
[18] The progress in mixing makes the density difference

between the two layers small. In this state, the interface
shows undulations. When the lower layer is more viscous
(H1), the upward movement of the interface becomes faster
as shown in Figure 4a. When the upper layer is more
viscous (H3,G10), however, the interface remains at the
same height (Figures 4c and 4e). Doming phenomena have
been observed just before the layering breaks [Davaille,
1999b].
[19] The breaking of the layer causes an increase in the

heat flux q. When the upper layer is more viscous, the

increase in the heat flux is abrupt compared to the cases
with a more viscous lower layer (Figures 4b, 4d, and 4f ).

4.2. Interfacial Layer

[20] A close-up view of the interface also shows that the
style of mixing depends on whether the more viscous layer
underlies or overlies the less viscous layer. Figure 5a shows
a close-up view of the interface when the lower layer is
more viscous than the upper layer (H1). The convection
cells in the upper and lower layers are in direct contact with
each other. On the other hand, when the upper layer is more
viscous and the working fluid is the hydroxyethyl cellulose
solution (H5), another layer (interfacial layer) appears
between the upper and lower layers (Figure 5b). The shape
of the boundary between the upper and interfacial layers
shows deformation, but that between the lower and interfa-
cial layers does not, indicating that the density of the
interfacial layer is close to that of the upper layer. The
thickness of the interfacial layer is 10 � 30 mm, much
thicker than the estimated thickness of the thermal boundary
layer for the upper layer, �3 mm. The interfacial layer

Figure 4. (a) Time series of the temperature variation for H1 normalized by the imposed temperature
difference on the whole convection layer. (b) Time evolution of the heat flux normalized by the measured
heat flux for one-layer convection. (c and d) Same as Figures 4a and 4b, respectively, but for H3. (e and f )
Same as Figures 4a and 4b, respectively, but for G10.
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grows and thickens as a function of the time. Upon reaching
a particular thickness, the layer breaks and is entrained by
the upper layer. Simultaneously, the thick and thin regions
in this layer migrate horizontally. For the cases with
glycerol solution (G8), a parcel which seems to be an
interfacial layer is also observed (Figure 5c), although its
shape is like a wad rather than a layer and its thickness is
thinner than that of the cases using hydroxyethyl cellulose
solution.
[21] The existence of the interfacial layer is also shown in

Figure 6. Figure 6a shows that when the lower layer is more
viscous (H1), the power spectra at the height of the
interface cannot be distinguished from those at the upper
and lower layers except at the lower frequency, f
 10�4 Hz,
which is related to the upward movement of the interface.
Figure 6b shows, however, that when the upper layer is
more viscous (H5), the shape of the power spectra at the
height of the interface can be distinguished from those of
the upper and lower layers. In particular, the power for the
interfacial layer in the frequency range of 2 � 10�4 
 f 

8 � 10�4 Hz is enhanced. Here the observed timescale for
the interfacial layer breakup is of the order of one hour, and
the timescale for the migration of the thick region is of the
order of 1 cm/hour. The enhanced power at 2 � 10�4 
 f 

4 � 10�4 Hz would correspond to these effects. The power
is also enhanced at higher frequency 4 � 10�4 
 f 

8 � 10�4, this would suggest the existence of the small-
scale structures which could not be observed by the visual
observations.

5. Discussion

[22] Summarizing the observations above mentioned, we
propose a following image. When the lower layer is more
viscous, the lower layer entrains the less viscous upper
layer, and the lower layer thickens. When the upper layer is
more viscous, however, the thickness of each layer does not
change, and an interfacial layer appears. That is, in a layered
convection with two fluids having the same set of viscosity
and density contrasts, the resulting phenomena differ
depending on whether the more viscous layer underlies or
overlies the less viscous layer; i.e., the results are irrevers-
ible with respect to the sense of viscosity contrast. Thus the
question is why the mixing style is affected by whether the
more viscous layer underlies or overlies the less viscous
layer. We discuss below, the reason for this result.

5.1. Scaling Laws for the Entrainment Rate

[23] One of the possibilities is that the asymmetrical
temperature profile arising from the temperature-dependent
viscosity affect the magnitude of the entrainment (Figures 7b,
7e, and 7h). In the following, we derive the scaling law for
the entrainment rate under the constant viscosity, then
consider the effect of the temperature-dependent viscosity.
[24] It is known that the mixing rate can be expressed as a

function of the strain rate scale _�i and the Richardson
number Rii a ratio between the stabilizing negative buoy-
ancy and a viscous stresses from convection [Olson, 1984;
Solomatov and Stevenson, 1993]:

1

�r
d�r
dt

�
_�i
Rii

¼
_�iti

�rgLi
; ð5Þ

Figure 5. (a) A close-up view of the interfacial region for
the case of H1 observed on particles paths. The white region
is the upper layer, and the green region is the lower layer.
The red line indicates the scale length of 1cm. Since the
shape of the tank is a vertical cylindrical cell, the horizontal
and vertical scales in the snapshot differ from each other.
(b) Same as Figure 5a, but for H5. The white region is the
upper layer, and the black region is the lower layer. The
interfacial layer is visualized by the thermotropic liquid
crystal powder as denoted by a red allow. (c) Same as
Figure 5a, but for G8. The white region is the upper layer,
and the dark region is the lower layer. A wad with neutral
tints shows the interfacial layer as denoted by a red allow.
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where Rii = � rgLi/ti, _�i = vi/dthi, and ti � vihi/dthi is the
average viscous stress at the height zi = dthi. z is the distance
away from the ideal interface which has no undulations.
When undulation on the interface hi is sufficiently small, the
averaged vertical velocity at zi = 0 would be vi � 0. When
the viscous force balances the thermal buoyancy force,
the vertical velocity near the interface varies as vi / zi

2

[Solomatov et al., 1993]. Here ti varies as ti / zi. The
height hi can be estimated by the balance of the thermal
(positive) buoyancy force rigai�Tidthi and the chemical
(negative) buoyancy force �rghi, which is hi � 1/Bidthi.
Thus, at the height hi, the viscous stress is

ti �
vihi
dthi

� hi
dthi

� vihi
dthiBi

: ð6Þ

[25] The entrainment rate _Ei is written as the product of
the mixing rate and the length scale. Using equations (3)
and (5) we obtain

_Ei �
1

�r
d�r
dt

Li �
1

�rg
v2i hi
d2thiBi

: � ki
B2
i dthi

: ð7Þ

This equation is a function of 1/Bi
2 and is similar to Sleep

[1988, equation (23)] and Davaille [1999a, equation (22)].

[26] Using the definition of Bi we find that _Ei / �Ti
2/dthi.

For upper and lower layers, the bottom and top thermal
boundary layer thickness should be used for dthi, which we
denote by dthib, dthit, respectively. Similarly, for �Ti, we use
the temperature drop across the corresponding thermal
boundary layers, which we denote as �Tib and �Tit,
respectively. It is important to note that for a layered
convection of fluids having temperature-dependent viscos-
ity as well as different viscosity values, �Tit 6¼ �Tib and
dthit 6¼ dthib. In the following, we include the effect of the
viscosity difference of two layers and the temperature
dependence of the viscosity to the equation (7).
[27] The ratio of the temperature difference within the

upper and lower layer is calculated from the heat flux
balance and is expressed as [Namiki and Kurita, 2003]

�T2

�T1
� a1Cp1h2

a2Cp2h1

� � b
1þb k1

k2

� �1�b
1þb r1

r2

� � 2b
1þb L2

L1

� �1�3b
1þb

; ð8Þ

where k is the thermal conductivity, Cp is the specific heat,
and b is the experimentally determined constant for the
Nusselt-Rayleigh number relation, Nu � Rab. In order to
simplify the scaling, we will approximate the physical
properties of the upper and lower layers to be the same
except for the viscosity, and b � 1/3. Since the heat fluxes
for the upper and lower layers are equal, equation (8) and
the thickness ratio of the thermal boundary layer can be
expressed as

�T2

�T1
� dth2

dth1
� h2

h1

� �1=4

: ð9Þ

[28] The asymmetry of the top and bottom of the thermal
boundary layer xi in each convection layer caused by the
temperature dependence of the viscosity is written as

xi ¼
�Tit
�Tib

¼
dthit
dthib

¼
hit
hib

� �l

; ð10Þ

where l � 1/4 or 1/6 is a constant [Manga and Weeraratne,
1999]. Thus the effect of temperature-dependent viscosity to
the asymmetry of the vertical temperature profile is written
as

�Tit
�Ti

¼
dthit
2dthi

¼ xi
1þ xi

ð11Þ

�Tib
�Ti

¼
dthib
2dthi

¼ 1

1þ xi
: ð12Þ

[29] Using the equations (11) and (12), the modified
entrainment rates for the upper ( _Em2) and lower ( _Em1) layers
with the temperature-dependent viscosity are written as

_Em2 � z0
k2

B2
2b
dth2b

� z
k2

B2
2dth2

1

1þ x2
; ð13Þ

_Em1 � z0
k1

B2
1t
dth1t

� z
k1

B2
1dth1

x1
1þ x1

; ð14Þ

Figure 6. Power spectrum for the normalized temperature
fluctuations at respective heights. (a) For H1. Blue, green,
and red lines show, respectively, the spectra at a lower layer
(0.032 < L0 < 0.32), the height at the interface (0.33 < L

0
<

0.45), and the upper layer (0.51 < L
0
< 0.90), where L0 = L/

(L1 + L2), where L is the height of the probe. (b) For H5.
Blue, green, and red lines show the spectra at the lower
(0.032 < L0 < 0.32), interfacial (0.34 < L0 < 0.43), and upper
(0.45 < L0 < 0.97) layers, respectively.
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where z = 2z0 is a constant. The ratio of the entrainment rate
for the upper and lower layers is written as

_Em2

_Em1

� h2
h1

� �1=4
1

1þ x2

1þ x1
x1

: ð15Þ

A ratio smaller (larger) than 1 indicates that the interface
between the two layers rises (lowers). The important feature
of this formula is that this ratio depends not only on the
viscosity ratio, but also on its product with the temperature
dependence properties of the two fluids. As a consequence,
even for the same viscosity contrast, the rate at which the
interface moves is slower for the case where the more
viscous layer is at the top as compared to the case opposite.
[30] We plotted the estimated movement of the interface

using equations (13) and (14) in Figure 2. The dashed line
shows the calculation. The calculated movement of the
interface shows that the interface moves toward the less
viscous layer. Here the amount of the movement when the
more viscous layer underlies the less viscous layer is larger
than that for the opposite case (Figures 2a and 2b).
Figure 2a shows that the calculated movement is consistent

with the experimental result, when the more viscous layer
underlies the less viscous layer. On the other hand, when
the more viscous layer overlies the less viscous layer
(Figures 2b and 2c), the experiment indicates that the
interfaces remain at almost the same height which differs
from the calculations. Although in Figure 2b, experiment
shows slight downward movement of the interface, it is much
less than that of the calculated one. In addition, the survival
times of the layering are slightly longer than the calculations
(Figures 2b and 2c). These differences between the experi-
ments and the calculations can be attributed to the presence of
the interfacial layer whose origin we discuss below.

5.2. Origin of the Interfacial Layer

[31] The thickness of the interfacial layer is much larger
than that of the thermal boundary layer. The chemical
diffusion is slower than the thermal diffusion by 2 orders
of magnitude and it is not possible to form such a thick
interfacial layer from chemical diffusion alone.
[32] One possibility is that this layer formed from incom-

plete mixing. The process of the entrainment can be divided
into two stages; first fluid in one layer stretches the fluid

Figure 7. (a) The measured temperature profile of H1 normalized by the imposed temperature
difference on the whole convection layer. (b) Calculated viscosity profiles using Figure 7a. (c) Calculated
profiles of chemical diffusivity, D, normalized by the minimum D. (d, e, and f ) Same as Figures 7a, 7b,
and 7c, respectively, but for H6. (g, h, and i) Same as Figures 7a, 7b, and 7c, respectively, but for G8.
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parcel in other layer because of viscous drag, second the
stretched parcel mixes with the surrounding fluids by
chemical diffusion. Without this second stage, the mixing
is incomplete. When the more viscous upper layer entrains
the less viscous lower layer, the entrained parcel is chem-
ically denser, but thermally lighter at the beginning. After a
while, this parcel loses the positive buoyancy because of the
thermal diffusion. Until then, the entrained parcel cannot
completely mix with surrounding fluids, since the chemical
diffusivity is much smaller than the thermal diffusivity. Here
the entrained parcel adheres to the surrounding fluids
because of the viscous drag. Thus this parcel should remain
around the interface, because it is heavier than the upper
layer and lighter than the lower layer.
[33] In the present experiments, the viscosity contrast of

two layers at the interface is amplified when the lower layer
is more viscous (Figure 7b). On the other hand, when the
upper layer is more viscous, the viscosity changes gradually
(Figures 7e and 7h). Kumagai [2002] has shown that the
mixing with a small viscosity contrast of two viscous fluids
less than a factor of 10 causes incomplete mixing, which
differs from the fine-scale mixing with a large viscosity
contrast more than a factor of 100. That is, the gradual
viscosity contrast when the upper layer is the more viscous
might cause incomplete mixing.
[34] The temperature-dependent viscosity also breaks

the symmetry of the chemical diffusivity (equation (4)).
Figures 7c, 7f, and 7i are the calculated viscosity dependence
of the chemical diffusivity D. These profiles indicate that the
chemical diffusivity decreases with upward distance away
from the interface because of larger viscosity. The fluid
parcel entrained by the lower layer makes the surrounding
fluids lighter in the far distance from the interface, but
the parcel entrained by the upper layer cannot make the
surrounding fluids heavier. This latter case causes the density
differences between the surrounding fluids and the incom-
plete mixed fluid parcel, so the incomplete mixed fluid
parcel remains around the interface and develops an inter-
facial layer.
[35] To make an interfacial layer, the upper layer should

entrain very small amount of the lower layer, although it is
negligible compared to the calculated amount of the entrain-
ment. The slight downward movement of the interface in
Figure 2b might correspond to this. Once the interfacial layer
develops, themore viscous upper layer cannot entrain the less
viscous lower layer directly. Thus the interface remains at the
same height.

6. Implications for D00

[36] The experimental results show that the more viscous
upper layer cannot entrain asymmetrically the less viscous
lower layer. The question what remains is whether this
mechanism operates in Earth’s mantle.
[37] The low viscosity of D00 would originate fundamen-

tally from its temperature dependence. This setting is the
same as that for the experiments with the glycerol cases.
The change in the viscosity between two layers would be
gradually, so the mixing would not evolve to the fine scales.
The vertical variation of the chemical diffusion is also
similar to the glycerol cases. In the mantle, the chemical
diffusivity would be strongly affected by the temperature

since the temperature dependence of the chemical diffusiv-
ity is described by an Arrhenius equation [Brady, 1995]:

D / exp �T�1
� �

: ð16Þ

We can suspect that the chemical diffusion in the mantle
becomes ineffective as distance away from D00. In addition,
the ratio of chemical to thermal diffusivity for Earth is less
than that of these experiments. If the point of making an
interfacial layer is the incomplete mixing, it is plausible that
the interfacial layer is generated between the mantle and D00,
which suggests that the volume of the D00 has been
conserved since D00 originated.
[38] Although the origin of D00 is still controversial, there

is an idea that D00 is made of ancient melt. It has been
suggested that the ULVZ is the zone including the partial
melt because of the large reduction in the P and S velocities
[Williams and Garnero, 1996; Garnero, 2000]. The high-
pressure experiments also suggest that the solidus temper-
ature of mantle-relevant materials is just above that of the
outer core at the CMB [Holland and Ahrens, 1997; Zerr et
al., 1998]), indicating the existence of a partial melt in a thin
zone above the core. Here the potential temperature of the
past mantle has been inferred to be much higher than that of
the present one [Nisbet et al., 1993; Ohta et al., 1996]. From
such a point of view, the lowermost mantle would have
melted extensively in the past.
[39] The existence of a density crossover between the

lower mantle minerals and the silicate magma at the base of
the deep lower mantle has been proposed [Miller et al.,
1991; Ohtani and Maeda, 2001] because of the iron
partitioning. If there is a great deal of melt in the lower
mantle, which would accumulate above the CMB. Once
such melt accumulates above the CMB and begins convec-

Figure 8. Estimated survival times of D00 calculated by
equations (13) and (14) as a function of the initial density
difference from the lowermost mantle. We assume that the
prefactor z is 0.175, l = 1/6, the thickness of D00 is 200 km,
temperature difference within the mantle and D00 is 4000K
[Boehler, 2000], the density of the lowermost mantle is
5500 kg/m3 [Kesson et al., 1998], the viscosity of D00 is 1019

Pa�s, and the viscosity of the mantle is 1021 Pa�s for dotted
line and 1022 Pa�s for solid line [Panasyuk and Hager,
2000].
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tion separately from the overlying mantle, the partition of
temperature across this layer and the overlying mantle
concentrates in the more viscous mantle (equation (8)). In
this case, the temperature inside of the melt layer is almost
the same at the CMB irrespective of its thickness. Thus the
partial melt could exist exceeding the height of the thermal
boundary layer above the CMB.
[40] The ancient melt might have conserved the density

crossover after the solidification of most of D00 since irons
should have been concentrated in this region. Actually,
extensive seismic observations right above the core-mantle
boundary show a strong reduction in the shear and Pvelocities
in this region, suggesting a concentration of iron [Wen, 2002].
[41] Figure 8 is the estimated survival time of D00 as a

function of the density difference from the overlying man-
tle, using equations (13) and (14). Although the survival
time depends on unknown physical properties and the
thickness of D00, this figure suggests that less viscous D00

survives more than the age of Earth, if the initial den-
sity difference between the mantle and D00 is larger than
500 kg/m3. This estimation does not take account of the
interfacial layer. The experimental result shows that the
existence of the interfacial layer slightly extends the sur-
vival time of the layering. When the interfacial layer exists
between the mantle and D00, the layer whose density
difference is less than 500 kg/m3 also could survive more
than the age of Earth. If the thickness of D00 is thicker than
200 km, which will also extend the survival time of D00.
Since the density change depends on the thickness of the
entraining layer (equation (5)), although the entrainment
rate is independent of the thickness.
[42] If the interfacial layer exists between the mantle and

D00, the volume of D00 has been conserved since it originated;
i.e., if D00 is made of the ancient melt, the volume of D00

indicates the volume of the melt. Such a dense layer would
be enriched in the heat-producing elements and noble gases
because of their incompatibility. The existence of an extra
reservoir which is enriched in heat source and noble gasses
has been pointed out [Kellogg et al., 1999; Helffrich and
Wood, 2001]. If D00 is made of the partial melt and is
extremely enriched by the incompatible elements, this layer
would explain the geochemical observations.
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